ESTapyspp 319

Cordwalles

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR BOYS

Your Son's Foundation For Life.

2017



THE CORE VALUES WE LIVE BY

COMPASSION, COURAGE, INTEGRITY, RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY

BUILDING YOUR SON'S FOUNDATION FOR LIFE




- | 5

ESTABL 15pEp 19V

Cordwalles

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR BOYS

Your Son's Foundation For Life.

Cordwalles is an Anglican Independent Boys’ Preparatory School.

OUR PURPOSE
To build a boy’s best foundation for life in a changing world.

OUR MISSION

Creating an innovative and nurturing learning environment
to inspire and educate boys to become men of significance.

OUR MOTTO

Courage Builds Character
(Devised by Andrew Lee — Grade 5 : 2006)

Courage
To stand up for the truth, persevere, take risks, have faith, take action,
feel compassion, be the best you can be.

Builds
This implies laying down a foundation on which further development takes place.
Building relates to making progress, transforming, growing and achieving.

Character

Each one of us has a distinctive and unique character. Our character is determined
by our mental and moral qualities. It is exposure to situations that require courage
which builds our individual personalities and makes us who we are.
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Editorial

One may wonder...what is the purpose of our school magazine? Is it simply a
record of the multitude of happenings and events that take place at school
throughout the year? Is it just a collection of interesting photographs depicting the
active and busy lives of the boys of Cordwalles? Is it a just a means of keeping an
accurate record of the staff who are employed at Cordwalles and the boys that
attend this wonderful school?

Yes, it is all of the above...yet it is so much more! Our Cordwalles magazine is not
only a record, it is a celebration! It is a celebration of the myriad of colourful
threads that are woven together in beautiful harmony to create an exquisite, vibrant
tapestry that tells the story of a year in the lives of every person — adult and child -
who is a part of this wonderful school. It tells the story of the empathetic, dedicat-
ed and passionate teachers who are guiding lights in an ever changing world. It
tells the story of loyal, cheerful and hard-working administrative and support staff
who help keep the wheels of this well-oiled school machine turning. It tells the
story of supportive and encouraging parents, many of whom sacrifice so much of
their own time to help when needed. And, last but not least, it tells the story of our
curious, mischievous and unceasingly energetic Cordies boys... young men of
whom we are so proud and who are our hope for the future.

Thank you to each and every person who has played a part in putting this maga-
Mrs Gill Hall zine together - it requires a great team effort. We hope you enjoy paging through
this celebration of all that constitutes a year in the life of this iconic school —
Cordwalles, our boys’ ‘Foundation for Life’!

Mrs Gill Hall
Editor
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Speech Day

Address by the Headmaster - Mr Lance Veenstra .

Mr and Mrs Theron, Mr and Mrs Shezi,
the Chairman of the Board - Mr Camp-
bell, Board members, invited guests,
ladies and gentlemen and most impor-
tantly the boys of Cordwalles. We are
delighted to have Mr Theron as our guest
speaker and Mrs Shezi as our special
guest who will hand out the prizes this
morning. Both of them will be introduced
more formally later.

Today we are here to celebrate the 2017
academic year and recognise the people
involved in this great school. The best
results are produced by a combination of
all that the school and its staff have to
offer, together with all the encouragement
and support that comes from home.
Many of the achievements of our boys
and staff are listed on the “brag sheet”
that you were given before the proceedings.
Our boys are faced with the challenges of
a constantly changing world. According to the World
Economic Forum, 35% of the skills necessary to succeed in
a job in 2017 will have changed by 2021. Schools are
recognising the need to incorporate 21st century skills into
their curriculum to prepare students for the world beyond
school. We at Cordwalles have recognised this and under
the leadership of Duncan Greaves, our Senior Deputy
Headmaster, we have had a critical look at our curriculum
and have started to integrate some of the most important
skills into every day teaching. Just as tennis players are
given many opportunities to learn to serve before they
become tennis champions, our boys are given time and
opportunity to develop these skills throughout their
Cordwalles career. We now do the maths programme,
Number Sense throughout the school and next week the
staff will spend the day doing Kagan Co-operative learning
training. This approach to teaching differs to the traditional
‘whole-class approach’. Research on co-operative learning
is overwhelmingly positive, and the co-operative approach-
es are appropriate for all curriculum areas.

Problem solving and critical thinking gives our boys the
ability to be discerning readers and thinkers. Creativity
continues to be dominant and an important aspect of
creativity is the ability to take risks. Young people have
become so focussed on success that they are simply
scared to fail. The need for cognitive flexibility is for the
boys to be able to transfer their skills across different
disciplines. They need to move beyond thinking of skills as
being associated with a particular subject. The challenge
is for teachers at Cordwalles to try to make the skills more
overt and to ensure that they are being embedded in all
aspects of the curriculum. Our boys also need to be
committed and responsible. It is vital that they are engaged
in the world in which they live and do not allow themselves
to be complacent. We want our boys to be constantly
looking to improve the state of the world.

2017, for me, will be remembered as a year we all tried to
be the best that we could be. We often talk about excel-
lence at Cordwalles, and | believe that many of our boys
excelled in different aspects of school life. Our Grade 7
boys of 2017 did not disappoint in terms of the number of
scholarships they were able to win to high schools of their
choice.

Mr Lance Veenstra

7 boys received scholarships.

Well done boys!

We have once again done exceptionally
well on the sports field with our boys
punching well above their weight against
much bigger schools. Highlights this year
were the successes of our swimming,
cricket, rugby and hockey teams who
beat most of our local competition. The
number of boys chosen for representative
sides show not only the talent that we
have, but also the passionate, well-quali-
fied coaches and the well-structured
sports programme in operation. 35 boys
were chosen to represent Inland,
Midlands or KZN in their respective
sports.

On the cultural side we have 165 boys
playing musical instruments and every
boy participating enthusiastically in drama
classes. The Senior Choir of 80 plus boys
and the various music groups sang and performed at
numerous events and functions. The re-established Junior
Choir sang with enthusiasm at the Easter and Carol services.
Drama lessons provide boys with important skills which they
demonstrate in the many plays and events we have through-
out the year. At Cordwalles every boy gets the opportunity
of being on the stage at least once a year which is indeed a
great privilege. A highlight was the brilliant Grade 7, Gilbert
and Sullivan production of the Pirates of Penzance. Once
again the Art Department has made art relevant and authen-
tic. Our boys’ art work was auctioned off to raise money to
buy a cheetah for the Hluhluwe/iMfolozi Game Reserve. The
Grade 3s chose the name ‘Cordies Hunter’ for the cheetah
we bought.

Our year has been busy and full. Our boys have enjoyed our
annual school picnic, Grade 7 Go- Karts, Mudman, sports
tours, Market Day, the beautiful singing in the chapel and
also the yearly Grade 6 exchange with St Piran’s. A school
council was established for the first time this year. Issues
were discussed and debated and a number of suggestions
from the council were bought to the school management and
implemented. Thank you to Mr de Jager for guiding the
school council and giving our boys leadership opportunities.
The biggest asset that we have at Cordwalles is the wonder-
ful group of teachers and support staff who ensure that the
successes mentioned previously are possible. It has been
an honour for me to lead this passionate and dedicated
group of people. It is these people that ensure we have an
excellent education product where pupils are encouraged to
follow their passion and where focus is on the individual.
These people inspire our boys to discover more and achieve
more in a beautiful pastoral setting. Our staff value new
ways of learning, but also know how important it is to impart
life skills, in and outside the classroom.

In my experience, confidence is fundamental to progress,
and it is only through sympathetic, yet still ambitious
teaching, that boys can develop the confidence they need to
succeed.

| am in awe of the staff we have at Cordwalles. They started
the year with organised classrooms and planned lessons.
They all had to get used to new boys, new parents, new
colleagues, new subjects, new boarders and for a few of
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them a new school. Every one of them just got on with the
business of facilitating learning.

While lessons in the classroom are ongoing, there are
music lessons, art lessons, computer lessons, drama
lessons, choir, PE. lessons, outdoor classroom lessons,
remedial lessons, O.T. and speech lessons, outings,
aftercare, hobbies and initiating social responsibility
programmes. So exciting for the boys! As teachers they
are expected to extend the academically strong and put
supports in place to assist those who may be a little more
academically challenged. They have to ensure that they
communicate effectively with parents.

On top of all this they have weekly sports practices,
matches, galas, marketing evenings, assemblies, newsletters
and chapel services. They have organised fun days like
Valentine's Day, Book Week and Project Week, which the
boys have absolutely loved, sports tours and tournaments
over weekends and holidays; Mudman on a Sunday - they
all come together to help.

Who can forget the hours it takes to complete comprehen-
sive and informative reports? At the same time lesson
planning and marking continues. Many of them do so
much more, but they do it quietly and without looking for
recognition. We are very fortunate to have such a
hardworking, diligent, willing and caring staff. Thank you
also to the admin staff, the marketing department, the
kitchen staff, the cleaning staff, the ground staff and the
boarding staff. Your commitment to Cordwalles is much
appreciated.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank my manage-
ment team for their support. They are passionate and
committed to the school and the boys.

Today we say goodbye to a few of these special teachers.
Mrs Sharyn Taylor stepped in and has taught English and
Design and Technology this year in a locum position. Mrs
Shirley Kempthorne has been a Grade 6 class teacher, IT
teacher and Social Science teacher. She leaves us to take
up the position of Sports Co-Ordinator at TWC. Mr Rory
Bremner is going to teach in the U.K. to broaden his
experience. He has been a Grade 5 class teacher and has
been a very successful 1st XV coach. Mrs Ali Kingsley has
been a Grade 4 teacher for the past 8 years. Her running of
the Jackson Foundation and Safire programme has
ensured that it has been the enormous success that it has
been. Mrs Quin has headed up our Academic Support Unit
and has touched many a boy'’s lives. Mrs Elsworth, PA. to
Mr Weaver for many years and my P.A. for one year, left at
us at the end of the first term. Thank you for your long
service to two Headmasters and to Cordwalles over this
time. Mrs Dent retires after 20 years service. Mrs Dent has
done sterling work in the Inky section of the school and will
be remembered fondly by her colleagues and young
gentlemen she taught.

On the cleaning staff we sadly said goodbye to Ms Busi
Nyide and Ms Anatoria Zondi who have both given Cord-
walles close to 20 years of loyal service. On a sad note,
Cyril Mbelu, one of our chefs, tragically passed away last
term. He will be fondly remembered for his happy disposi-
tion.

We also say goodbye to several students. Dane Blunt spent
his Gap year with us. Marius Julyan has been a boarder
master. Three of our interns will also be leaving to further
their careers -Lindo Mthalane, Tiffany Pointer and Cheney
van Biljon. We wish them well.

In 2018 we welcome the following new staff. Mrs Kirsten
Greaves will teach Grade 4, Mr Stuart Rogers joins us from
Laddsworth to teach IT and Social Science and Ms Neliswa

Khumalo leaves St Stithians Preparatory School in Johan-
nesburg to head up our Academic Support Unit. Mrs Lin
Bassett returns to teach Grade 6 and 7 English and Mrs
Lee-anne Chapman will move back to teach Grade 5.

| would like to thank the parents for their invaluable support
of Cordwalles and our boys. Thank you for the sacrifices
you make to enable your sons to attend this special school.
As the Headmaster of the school one works closely with
the Board and the parent committees. | would like to take
the opportunity of thanking all those who have served on
the Board, PA., various sub committees, the Class Parents’
Committee and “Parents Who Care” this last year. You
have all given unselfishly of your time and Cordwalles is
thankful to you all for the many hours of work. Personally |
would like to thank Greg Theron for his wise council and
words of wisdom over the last two years. Greg, | really have
appreciated your support. Thank you as well to John
Campbell, Chairman of the Board, for the many hours we
have spent together bouncing ideas off each other this past
year. Thank you John. | look forward to many more years
of working with you.

| would like to thank my family, Belinda, Jemma and Matt
for all their support. Belinda, | really appreciate what you
have done for me behind the scenes. You have been an
outstanding support to me, given me sound advice and
given me the courage and conviction to face many
challenges. | am going to miss this as you start working full
time again next year.

| would also like to thank my PA, Lynn Clark. Thank you so
much for your dedication, efficient hard work and your
enormous support. You have done an outstanding job in
keeping me in line.

To the boys of Cordwalles. You are the reason we all love
teaching so much. You are the essential component of this
school. We really enjoy working with you as you are honest,
fun loving, hardworking (generally), passionate, competitive
and involved.

Being an Anglican Church School there are some essential
characteristics which make Cordwalles the school that it is.
We believe that at Cordwalles, life is considered a gift from
God and therefore we should live it with generosity and
gratitude. Every child is beloved and belongs. So Grade
7s, as you leave us to go into the big wide world, remember
the values that you have learnt here, through the good
times and the hard times. | thank you for your enormous
contributions to this wonderful school. Good luck and
Godspeed.

Thank you all for the privilege of being your Headmaster at
this great school. The Cordwalles team is a team not afraid
of failure. It is a team that likes to try new things and to
push boundaries and this, we will continue to do. | wish you
all a restful holiday and a blessed Christmas.

Mr Lance Veensira
Headmaster















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































