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Cordwalles

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR BOYS

Your Son's Foundation For Life.

Cordwalles is an Anglican Independent Boys’ Preparatory School.

OUR PURPOSE

To build a boy’s best foundation for life in a changing world.

OUR MISSION

Creating an innovative and nurturing learning environment
to inspire and educate boys to become men of significance.

OUR MOTTO

Courage Builds Character
(Devised by Andrew Lee — Grade 5 : 2006)

Courage

To stand up for the truth, persevere, take risks, have faith, take action,
feel compassion, be the best you can be.

Builds

This implies laying down a foundation on which further development takes place.
Building relates to making progress, transforming, growing and achieving.

Character

Each one of us has a distinctive and unique character. Our character is determined
by our mental and moral qualities. It is exposure to situations that require courage
which builds our individual personalities and makes us who we are.

Tel: 033 342 3077

101 Howick Road, Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu Natal, South Africa, 3201
Private Bag 9063, Pietermaritzburg, 3200
Email: marketing@cordwalles.co.za
Website: www.cordwalles.co.za
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EDITOR’S NOTE

2018 was another exciting and incredibly productive year at
Cordwalles. The year was packed full of a diverse and incredibly
stimulating variety of activities — academic, co-curricular and
sporting related; as well as goings-on involving social
responsibility and relationship building with friends, families, the
Cordwalles community and the broader Pietermaritzburg
community. When glancing through the magazine, one cannot
help but marvel at the scale and assortment of the events and
happenings that occur in the space of a year in this wonderful,
incredibly busy school. Our Cordies boys are indeed so fortunate
to be exposed to so many activities, opportunities and
experiences.

2018 started off on a very sad note as we learnt of the tragic
death of our beloved Zulu teacher Mr Mdu Mtshali. Mdu was a
much loved and respected member of our staff and a role model

and mentor to so many of the boys. Rest in peace Mdu. We miss you.
On a happier note, we celebrated the marriage of Stuart Rogers
and welcomed new-borns Caiden James Robertson and
Kendall Jansen van Vuuren to the Cordwalles family.
Congratulations to Richard Robertson and Kelly van Vuuren on
the birth of their little ones.

I was fortunate enough to be offered the opportunity to
accompany the Grade 6 Exchange boys on their trip to the
United Kingdom. What an honour it was to be able to escort this
group of four boys who were all fabulous ambassadors for
Cordwalles. The confident and respectful manner in which they
all conducted themselves throughout the trip was a tribute to
themselves, their parents and their school. These four boys
were the embodiment of the fine young gentlemen that we strive
to produce at Cordwalles.

This magazine would not happen without the massive contribution of our staff

who submit all the write-ups and photographs of the stimulating events and

occasions as they happen throughout the year. Well done and an enormous thank you to
each and every one of you for putting up with the persistent reminders and
badgering to get another task completed amongst all the myriad of other demands

that are placed on you on a daily basis.

| hope that, as you leisurely page through this magazine, you will
think fondly of Cordwalles as you are flooded with the memories
created at this wonderful school and the busy and rewarding
year that was 2018.

Mrs Gill Hall
Editor

The year was packed
full of a diverse and

- incredibly stimulating
‘ variety of activities
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SPEECH DAY

| Addres;s—b;/ the Headmaster
‘ Mr Lance Veenstra

Mrs Martin, the Chairman of the Board, Mr Campbell, Board
members, invited guests, ladies and gentlemen and most
importantly, the boys of Cordwalles. We are delighted to have
Mrs Martin as our guest speaker today. Debbie is recognised as
an outstanding educational leader who is committed and
dedicated to the teaching profession. For me it is extra special
having Debbie and her husband, Alan here as | taught with both
of them and their sons are both Cordwalles Old Boys. Mrs Martin
will be introduced more formally later on.

Today we are here to celebrate the 2018 academic year and
recognise the people involved in Cordwalles. Many of the
achievements of our boys and staff are listed in the “Brag Sheet”
that you would have found on your chairs at the beginning of the
ceremony.

My job as the Headmaster is to report back on the past year and
| realise this can be quite dry, especially for the young boys sitting
here. | want all the boys sitting in front of me to take some time to
reflect back on your year. | want you to think about the successes
you might have had, no matter how big or small. The boys
coming up to receive certificates today will be celebrating their
successes and achievements and this is excellent. Many of you
won't receive an award but this doesn’t mean you haven’t had
success this year. Perhaps you read a record number of library
books, or you hit your first ever six, or you swam a length of the
pool for the first time or you caught your biggest fish, or
improved your marks significantly or played a musical instrument
in front of an audience for the first time. It might even be that you
regularly display the core values of Cordwalles, especially the
core value of RESPECT. These are all things to be proud of and
just because you are not going to receive a certificate, it doesn’t
mean these things are meaningless. | want you boys to take a
few seconds and think of three things you would give yourself a
certificate for. This is something you can be proud of.

The Cordwalles community ended the Christmas holidays on a
very sad note when we heard of Mr Mtshali’s death. Mr Mtshali
had taught at Cordwalles for the past 3 years. Like a tight knit
family the boys, staff and parents faced this tragedy together to
support one another. Just like any family we are not perfect and
we have our differences. But at this very difficult time it was again
ilustrated what a special school Cordwalles is. Lala kahle
Mnumzane Mtshali.

2018 will also be remembered for some exciting developments.
We went through the arduous task of Umalusi. (I see some wry
smiles from fellow heads who have been through this process as
well) After months and months of painstaking work by the staff
we received our accreditation. We completed the extensions to
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the chapel and as a
visiting minister said
recently, we have one of
the most beautiful chapels
he has ever seen. Phase

1 of the boarding house
renovations is finished and
we now have, in the minds of many, a world class facility for the
Grade 6 and 7 boarders.

We now need to turn to our future here at Cordwalles. We are
very excited about what lies ahead. We are opening a Grade RRR
in 2019. It will take some getting used to having 3 year olds on
campus. Developing our staff professionally and personally is
very important us. Our professional development programme
continues to grow as we want to uplift and nurture staff for the
benefit of our boys.

The culture and ethos of Cordwalles is
something we work on every day. Growing
young boys into significant men is central to
what we do at Cordwalles and we need to
regularly remind ourselves of the core values
of our school. The culture of a school is a
hidden force which legitimises and enforces
behaviours which ultimately determine the
long term success of any organisation.

It is imperative that we develop a positive culture at Cordwalles.
We must understand that every action taken today will determine
our culture and ultimately our success in the future. The culture
of giving is very much part of an Anglican Church school. | would
like to thank our community who give so willingly in all areas to
benefit people in need. We have handed out a record number of
St George certificates this year. A St George certificate is award-
ed to boys who uphold the Cordwalles values which contribute
to the ethos and culture of the school. As part of our diversity
programme we introduced awareness months this year. We
focused on child cancer, the Pink Drive, the plight of the elderly,
Women’s Month and of course ended the year with Movember.
As you would have noticed some of the male staff members have
sported moustaches with varying degrees of success. Mr Nell
won hands down, but rumour has it, he has been growing his
moustache since June!




As you are aware we have made wholesale changes to our
curriculum.

| would like to thank Mr Greaves, the Academic Management
committee and the Cordwalles staff who have been brave and
forward thinking enough, to embrace and implement these
changes.

Our Grade 7 boys of 2018 have done us proud
by achieving 9 scholarships and merit bursaries
to various high schools. Certainly an excellent
achievement. These fine achievements endorse
what we are doing as a school and further-
more, the continued very positive comments
from our high schools clearly indicate that
Cordwalles is preparing its boys exceptionally
well for what awaits them at high school and
beyond.

Sport at Cordwalles continues to thrive. As a small school we are
able to compete against our much bigger rival schools. More
importantly is that every boy has a chance to participate, and in
doing so, healthy physical activity becomes a habit. Once again
we have had a large number of boys representing Cordwalles in
various provincial teams.

The cultural side of the school is an equally important component
in our quest for a holistic education. Our boys each had a chance
to showcase their talents on stage in Grandparents’ Day
shows, the Junior Primary play, “Ebenezer”, and the brilliant
Grade 7 production of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat”. Who will forget watching the choir - made up of 90
boys-singing at numerous events and then ending the year off in
magnificent fashion at our Carol Service? These are ways we
differentiate ourselves. Art is also one of these areas. You will see
the boys’ art displayed all around the school. It is relevant and
authentic.

The staff at Cordwalles are a special group of men and women
who give tirelessly to the boys of this school. To the staff, thank
you for the work that you do. | do believe that each one of them
strive to be “Boy Specialists”, educating boys in the best way
possible so that they learn best as boys. Our administration staff
and support staff also go the extra mile to make sure that this
well-oiled machine keeps on running.

Today we say goodbye to a group of interns and boarder masters
who have contributed to the growth of our boys over the last
couple of years. In the Junior Primary we take leave of interns
Mrs Kyle, Ms Uys, Ms Lalbeharee, boarder masters Messrs
Dedekind, Cumings and Hudson. In the Senior Primary, Mr Clark
and Mr Greyvenstein leave us. Mr Greyvenstein is teaching in
Hong Kong and Mr Clark and his wife are going to teach in
Vietnam. Mrs Hubbard, who has been teaching French part time
here at Cordwalles, is leaving for the United Kingdom to be
closer to her family. We wish them all well and thank them for
their contribution to Cordwalles.

Mrs Winnie Mlawo from the cleaning department retires after

twenty-one and a half years of loyal service. We thank her for her
dedicated service. We said our farewells to her at a special tea
where the whole school was present.

Mrs Van Vuuren goes on maternity leave for the first six months
of next year and we wish her well as she awaits the birth of her
second child. Mrs Taylor will be her locum next year. Mrs Chap-
man leaves us at the end of the first term and her place will be
taken by Mr Henderson-Everill who comes to us from Cowan
House. We thank Mrs Chapman for her innovative and creative
teaching. Her classroom has been a safe place for her boys to
learn and make mistakes, whilst having fun. Mrs Holdsworth
moves from Grade RR to teach our first Grade RRR. We welcome
Mrs Hull from Hilltops Pre-Primary to teach our second Grade R
class.

At the recent Heads’ Conference in Johannesburg | was lucky
enough to listen to Simon Henderson, the Headmaster of Eton
College, talk on the topic, “Is a liberal education still relevant in
the modern world”?

Looking through our Deed of Trust that was written in 1912, | was
reminded what our objective was as a school. The object of
Cordwalles is to provide, under the auspices of the Anglican
Church, a preparatory school for boys, which will provide a liberal
education in accordance with Christian values and principles. So
what is a liberal education? It is an approach to learning that
empowers individuals and prepares them to deal with complexi-
ty, diversity and change. It provides students with a broad knowl-
edge of the wider world. A liberal education helps students
develop a sense of social responsibility, as well as strong and
transferable, intellectual and practical skills such as communica-
tion, analytical and problem solving skills, and a demonstrated
ability to apply knowledge and skills in a real-world setting. What
we strive to do at Cordwalles with our curriculum is to prepare
our boys to become men of significance in a modern and ever
changing world. We are not bound by rigid curriculums but by a
liberal curriculum that gives our boys a worldly education. |
believe that a liberal education in the twenty first Century is a
necessity for all students and not just an option for the fortunate.
As Malala Yousafzai said “One child, one teacher, one book and
one pen can change the world.” Education is the only solution
and as WEB Du Bois said in 1949, “Of all the civil rights for which
the world has struggled and fought for 5000 years, the right to
learn is undoubtedly the most fundamental.”

We need to raise children for the new South
Africa, a child without the baggage of our
generations, with little interest in money and
material things, with no prejudice regarding
race, religion or social standing.

| would like to thank the Cordwalles parents for their invaluable
support of our school and our boys. As the Headmaster of the
school one works closely with the Board and the parent
committees. | would like to thank the members of all the various
committees who have given unselfishly of their time and for all
the many hours of hard work over the year.
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