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Cordwalles

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR BOYS

Your Son's Foundation For Life.

Cordwalles is an Anglican Independent Boys’ Preparatory School.

OUR PURPOSE

To build a boy’s best foundation for life in a changing world.

OUR MISSION

Creating an innovative and nurturing learning environment
to inspire and educate boys to become men of significance.

OUR MOTTO

Courage Builds Character
(Devised by Andrew Lee — Grade 5: 2006)

Courage
To stand up for the truth, persevere, take risks, have faith, take action,
feel compassion, be the best you can be.

Builds
This implies laying down a foundation on which further development takes place.
Building relates to making progress, transforming, growing and achieving.

Character
Each one of us has a distinctive and unique character. Our character is determined
by our mental and moral qualities. It is exposure to situations that require courage
which builds our individual personalities and makes us who we are.

Tel: 033 342 3077

101 Howick Road, Pietermaritzburg, KwazZulu Natal, South Africa, 3201
Private Bag 9063, Pietermaritzburg, 3200
Email: marketing@cordwalles.co.za
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Despite all the problems that we face on a daily basis in South
Africa, 2019 was an epic year in terms of outstanding feats
achieved by South Africans from all walks of life. For many, the
capturing of the World Cup crown by the Springboks was what
stood out as the highlight! This magnificent achievement
certainly brought our fragmented country together. The team’s
official hashtag #strongertogether was a very clever and inspiring
one, and at Cordwalles the boys mirrored the enormous pride
that the country was feeling for their rugby team.

There was a myriad of other fields in which South African athletes
achieved excellent results. However, sport was not the only
arena in which South Africans showed the world how much
talent we have in our wonderful country.

Listed below are just a few of the amazing achievements of
South Africans outside of the sports arena:

« Lucky Netshidzati was born to two deaf parents. As a way to
communicate more effectively with them, he innovated a smart
glove that has sensors which turn sign language into voice and
speech.

* Lungelwa Tyali, an entrepreneur from rural Eastern Cape and
co-founder of SolarTurtle, hopes to develop the BabyTurtle, a
mobile solar kiosk that can be used in rural, off-grid areas to
provide immediate relief for people that struggle to keep their
phones and lights on.

« Entrepreneur Murendeni Mafumo uses macadamia nut shells
to purify water and hopes that his innovation will mean safe
drinking water for thousands of South Africans. South Africa is
the largest macadamia producer in the world, and Mafumo uses
locally-sourced shells to make an activated carbon filter with a
nanofiber membrane.

= Camps Bay High School Grade 11 student, Storm Rhoda from
Hout Bay, has won multiple awards for his Science Project —
“Leveraging Machine Learning to Improve Medical Diagnosis”.
The algorithm is said to help yield faster results when testing for
illnesses like pneumonia.

+ 6 South Africans who attended the International Maths
Olympiad, came home with great results.

= South African Professor, Mashudu Tshifularo, made history by
performing the world’s first 3D inner-ear surgery!

such as Cordwalles
fortunate boys a solid foundation in so many
facets of life. With a ‘foundation for life’ such as is
offered at Cordwalles, there is no reason why many
of our boys should not leave school and go on
to become major innovators, leaders of society,
champions of the underdog and men of significance.

offers its very

» The Queen of England was spotted wearing a beautiful piece
of jewellery, made by a South African jeweller Kevin G Friedman.
« The Ndlovu Youth Choir auditioned for America’s Got Talent
and blew everyone away.

« Two South Africans made the world’s “100 Most Influential
People in Climate Policy” list.

« South African student, Martin Wierzbicki was named as one of
the best scientists in the world!

« South African artist Peter Mammes has had one of his artworks
featured in the London Underground, a great honour for the
artist.

« Nineteen-year-old Kgaugelo Nevile Ngomane won a
prestigious environmental photographic competition for his
Rhino Poaching image.

As one reads through this very abbreviated list of amazing
achievements, one comes to realise that our country is blessed
with a wealth of incredible talent in so many different areas.
A school such as Cordwalles offers its very fortunate boys a solid
foundation in so many facets of life. With a “foundation for life’
such as is offered at Cordwalles, there is no reason why many of
our boys should not leave school and go on to become major
innovators, leaders of society, champions of the underdog and
men of significance.

As you browse through the content of this magazine, whether as
parent, a Cordies boy past or present or as a member of the
public or wider Cordwalles community, | hope that you get a real
sense of just what a year at Cordwalles entails, a year of building
a wonderful foundation... the events, happenings, productions,
learning, outings, visits, sporting events, giving, pastoral care,
worship, discoveries, music, enviro trips...the list is endless!
Maybe, in the not too distant future, another few names of
Cordies’ boys will be included in the list of notable achievements
by a South African?

Mrs Gill Hall
Editor
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SPEECH DAY
Addvess by Trer Yoadpatler

"You will teach them to fly, but they will not fly your
flight. You will teach them to dream, but they will
not dream your dream. You will teach them to live,
but they will not live your life. Nevertheless, in every
flight, in every life, in every dream, the print of the

way you taught them will remain.”  mother Teresa.

Chairman of the Board Mr Campbell, Members of the Board of
Governors, honoured guests, ladies and gentlemen and most
importantly, boys of Cordwalles. We are delighted to have Dr
Sooliman as our guest speaker today. Dr Sooliman founded the
organisation, Gift of the Givers, which was started 27 years ago.
Dr Sooliman will be introduced more formally later on. | would
also like to take the time to acknowledge our colleagues from
other schools and to mention, in his absence, Mr Dave Beetar,
the Head of Merchiston Preparatory School and to wish him all
the best as he recovers from his recent iliness. Thank you all for
your collegiality over this past year.

Today we are here to celebrate the 2019 academic year
and recognise people involved in Cordwallles. Many of the
achievements of our boys and staff are listed in the “Brag Sheet”
that you would have found on your chair.

My job as Headmaster is to report on the past year and | realise
that this can be quite dry, especially for the younger boys sitting
here. | want all the boys sitting in front of me to reflect back on
your year. | want you to think about the successes that you have
had this year no matter how big or small. The boys coming up to
receive certificates today will be celebrating their successes and
achievements and this is excellent. Many of you won’t be
receiving an award but this doesn't mean you haven't had
success this year.

2019 was a year to remember in more ways than one. A highlight
for a lot of us was the fact that the Springboks won the World
Cup Rugby tournament. #StrongerTogether was their slogan and
as a school, we learnt a lot from this and in particular from our
great captain, Siya Kolisi. In a post-match interview, Siya came
across as humble, grateful, honest, being excellent and someone
who acknowledges others and is of service to others. As a
school, we try to bring in all these characteristics so we can be a
better school, produce better people and become stronger
together.

Just as the Springboks believe in excellence
so do we at Cordwalles. We will always strive
to be the best we can and we expect our boys
to be the best that they can be.

We are not perfect by a long shot. Every single one of you boys
sitting here has a God-given talent or ability that is above
average. Maybe you haven’t discovered it yet, but you do have it.
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Having it isn’t good enough though, you need to use it. Explore
your gifting; look for opportunities to improve it and let the world
be in awe by God’s gift on your life. That is what is so wonderful
about the Cordwalles of today, the diversity in opportunity to
express yourself — make use of it.

Our leavers of 2019 did not disappoint in terms of the number of
scholarships they were able to win to high schools of their
choice. 11 boys received scholarships this year. Well done boys.
Our academic programme keeps growing and goes from
strength to strength. | would like to thank Mr Greaves, our Deputy
Head of Academics, for his tireless work in this regard. We are
very excited about the introduction of robotics and coding into
our curriculum next year.

We have once again done exceptionally well on the sports field
with our boys punching well above their weight against much
bigger schools. 35 boys were chosen to represent Inland,
Midlands or KZN in their respective sports. We are very proud of
each boy’s achievement and have included many other
accomplishments of the boys in our Brag Book.

On the cultural side, we have 135 boys playing musical
instruments and every boy participating enthusiastically in drama
classes. All the boys in Grade 2 learn to play the recorder and
boys in Grade 4 and 5 learn to play the ukulele, violin and guitar
in their class music time and do so with great rigor and determination.
Drama lessons provide boys with important skills, which they
then demonstrate in the many plays and events we have through
the year. At Cordwalles, every boy gets the opportunity of being
on the stage at least once a year, which is indeed a great
privilege. Mrs Peckham continues to take art to a new level by
incorporating lessons that are relevant and she encourages our
boys to make a difference in the world. Education is making our
boys aware of the challenges that the world faces and
encouraging them to become solutionaries in the future.
Because of the many successes of our boys, it is very easy to
talk about highlights. However, the fundamental nature of
involvement in co-curricular activity will always be the ongoing
week-by-week commitment of our boys to activities, which will
broaden and enrich their experience of life and enhance their
personal development.

This year's theme for the year took on a slightly different slant to
years gone by. While we continue to emphasise our core values
of respect, responsibility, integrity, courage and compassion, we
decided to use the theme summarised in the acronym L-I-F-E.



Our intention was not to paint a picture of doom and gloom, but
rather to pose these realities of the environment as problems and
challenges that we must overcome. Where better to have found
the inspiration for this than in the creativity, inventiveness and
innate hope of our children? | would like to thank our
environmental committee for their briliant assemblies,
newsletters and for the inspirational guest speakers they sourced
to come and speak to our boys. As Wendell Berry said, “A
conservationist knows that the world is not given by his
forefathers, but borrowed from his children.”
We are also very proud of all the different projects we have been
involved in this year when it comes to reaching out to those in our
community who are less fortunate than we are. The list of all
these projects has been included in the booklet on your chairs.
What we are really trying to do is make sure that our boys
become aware of the need and the deprivation of those who live
around us and to do something about it. We believe that it is
important that the boys should get involved and not merely raise
money that is handed in without contact with those who we are
giving it to. In this way, we hope to instill compassion and
empathy in our boys so that they are able to think beyond
themselves and their own needs.
It was for this reason | was very proud to be at a high school prize
giving where one of our Old Boys, Keanu Chetty received the
Azalea Rotary Club Book Award. His citation read as follows:
Honest, kind and always willing to give up his own personal time
to serve the well-being of others. He tutors pupils from Edendale
every Monday in conversational English and basic math. He
volunteered at the Salvation Army on Fridays, helped make
sandwiches for Bread Buddies, volunteered at 1000 Paws and
knitted for the 67 Blankets for the Nelson Mandela Day Drive.
From all the accolades we get about our Old Boys, this one made
me very proud.
| recently was fortunate enough to attend an address by Paddy
Upton, who is an author and mental coach in a number of
disciplines. He addressed us on the topic of “Winning with Kids”.
Paddy’s journey has included being international crickets’ first
fitness trainer, performance director of the South African cricket
team that became the first to simultaneously hold the world’s
number one ranking in all 3 formats of the game.
He shared his thoughts on what is required not only for success
in sport but also for the process in life pertaining to the boys in
our care:
« The need to plan, be prepared and set realistic measurable
goals with regular honest reviews is crucial;
= The need to continually strive for excellence, to be the best that
you can be without placing your ego first and at the expense
of other people. Ideally serve other people first and work in and
as a team;

The need to be courageous, resilient and
committed to see things through and deal
with both success and inevitable failure. Being
able to deal with failure especially, remain
focused, and bounce back is essential.

Parents have a huge role to play in this as well. As Rod Smith, a
well-known Phycologist wrote,” do your young boys a few
favours. Get out of the way so they can learn to forge their own
paths. Resist the urge to speak for your children, especially when
others (teachers and coaches are engaging them in
conversation), trust life itself to teach valuable lessons. You can
probably reflect on your life and acknowledge that some of the
most valuable lessons you have learned you learned on your
own. Learn to hold your tongue. Not everything you think or feel
has to be said. This is especially necessary when you are
stressed by matters unrelated to your children. Show up for
events, sports, shows and presentations. You support will be
appreciated, especially if you are well-behaved. You may have
noticed that some parents are not.

| would like to thank the Cordwalles parents for their support of
our school and our boys. As the Headmaster of the school, one
works closely with the Board and the parent committees. | would
like to thank the members of all the various committees who
have given unselfishly of their time and for all the many hours of
hard work over the year.

Thank you to John Campbell, Chairman of the Board, for his
invaluable advice and support over the year. | would like to thank
my family, Belinda, Jemma and Matt for all their support. To my
PA, Lynn Clark, thank you for your dedication, efficient work and
your enormous support.

The greatest resource that we have at this school is the
wonderful group of teachers and support staff who ensure that
the successes mentioned previously are possible. The support
staff were acknowledged at a special assembly on Wednesday.
They are the ones that make it all happen. | have loved leading
this outstanding group of people. They always go the extra mile,
focusing on the positive within each child and working timelessly
to unlock and nurture each boy’s potential.

Today we say a sad goodbye to a few special people. Lauren
Corcoran, leaves after 4 years of teaching Grade 1. Lauren and
her husband Shaun have moved to the United Kingdom. Mrs
O’Donoghue has run the Drama Department for the last 3 years.
We wish her and Rob all the best, in her well-deserved
retirement. Mr Hounsom, the Deputy Head of Sport, has been
appointed as the new Headmaster of Lynford Prep in Ixopo. After
10 years of loyal service, we wish him, Mags and Nathan well as
they start a new chapter in their lives. Mr Campbell leaves us
after 13 years’ service. Mr Campbell has headed up the Afrikaans
Department, been the assistant House Master and has been fully
involved in the extra mural programme. We wish him, Rochelle
and his two Cordwalles Old Boy sons, Landan and Jared, all the
best as they relocate to Johannesburg. Mr Nell who has been
at Cordwalles for 18 years also leaves us to go into retirement.
Mr Nell is a schoolmaster of note having been involved in all
areas of school life. We wish him and his wife Lyn well. Please let
us stand and acknowledge the fine contribution that these
people have made to Cordwalles.

To the Grade 7 leavers, remember that no matter how great your
parents and teachers are in what they do, there is one thing you
will have to decide upon and that is — ultimately — how you,
personally, choose to live your life. That is completely and entirely
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